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Timidity of Aberdeen Professors. [Augustas.
We dined at Sir Alexander Gordon's. The Provost, Professor Ross, Professor Dunbar, Professor Thomas Gordon, were there. After dinner came in Dr. Gerard, Professor Leslie1, Professor Maclcod. We had little or no conversation in the morning; now we were but barren. The professors seemed afraid to speak3.
Dr. Gerard told us that an eminent printer3 was very intimate with Warburton. JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, he has printed
3.  A History of Sweden, ii. 179.
4.  A Life of Thomas Ruddiman, ib. p. 248.
5.  An edition of Walton's Lives, iii. 122.
6.  A History of the Civil War in Great Britain in 1745 and 1746, it). p. 184.
7.  A Life of Sir Robert Sibbald, ib. p. 257.
8.  An account of his own Travels, ib. p. 341.
9.  A Collection, with notes, of old tenures and charters of Scotland, ib, p. 471, note 2.
10.  A History of James IV.
11.  'A quarto volume to be embellished with fine plates, on the subject of the controversy (ante, ii. 421) occasioned by the Beggar's Ojicra.'   Murray's Johnsoniana, ed. 1836, p. 502.
Thomas Boswcll received from James IV. the estate of Auchinleck. Ante, ii. 473. See post, Nov. 4.
1 Mackintosh says, in his Life, i. 9:—' In October, 1780, I was admitted into the Greek class, then taught by Mr. Leslie, who did not aspire beyond teaching us the first rudiments of the language; more would, I believe, have been useless to his scholars.1
1 ' Boswell was very angry that the Aberdeen professors would not talk.' PioesiLetters, i. 118. Dr. Robertson and Dr. Blair, whom Bos-well, five years earlier, invited to meet Johnson at supper, 'with an excess of prudence hardly opened their lips' (ante, ii. 72). At Glasgow the professors did not dare to talk much (fiasf, Oct. 29). On another occasion when Johnson came in, the company ' were all as quiet as a school upon the entrance of the head-master.' Ante, iii. 378.
3 Dr. Beattte says that this printer was Strahan. He had seen the letter mentioned by Gerard, and many other letters too from the Bishop to Strahan. 'They were,' he continues, 'very particularly acquainted.' He adds that 'Strahan was eminently skilled in composition, and had corrected (as he told me himself) the phraseology of both Mr. Hume and Dr. Robertson.' Forbcs's Bcattie, ed. 1824, P. 34L
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